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The formation and logic of Classroom Science as basic research
for “Inquiry Based Learning”
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In education, especially in class, there is a fundamental contradiction between "student
initiative" and "academic systematicity". The history of school education in Japan has swung like
a pendulum between the two. This paper points out that there is already a previous study that
solved this contradiction. It is Hypothesis-Experiment Class ("Kasetsu-Jikken-Jugyo" in Japanese)
advocated in 1963 in Japan and the "two courses that elucidate the essential laws in the history of
science" (by Dr. ITAKURA Kiyonobu) on which it was based. It is suggested that results of classes

applying these "two courses" will lead to the realization of future "Inquiry Based Learning".
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