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Summary

Profiling Modern Society from the Individual
-Me, Contradiction, Wall-

Xiaolong Zhang

The title of this research is “Profiling Modern Society from the

Individual” , and the subtitle is “Me, Contradiction, Wall” .
“Profiling Modern Society from the Individual” is a theme that the
author is consistently expressing in his paintings.

The word “individual” in the title refers explicitly to the “Me”
in the subtitle. Human society is an aggregation of countless
individuals, where each individual is an aggregation of everything
related to him. Therefore, the title refers to sketching a profile of
modern society from everything related to “Me”

If the author’ s paintings before the postgraduate study were
concerned with the ‘phenomenon’ shown by the things around him, then
the several series of paintings themed as ‘Contradiction’ and ‘Wall’
in this research discuss the core through its appeared phenomenon.
However, no matter at which stage, the author, who is experiencing
modern society in his daily life, keeps sketching the profile of
modern society through his perspective.

The subtitle “Me, Contradiction, Wall” refers to the content of
the author’ s paintings in three different stages, respectively. It is
a continuation of the theme “represent things around” , which the
author has started to express since undergraduate study. The three
themes “Me” , “Contradiction” , and “Wall” are in chronological
order that corresponds to the three changes of the author’ s painting
themes, which will be elaborated in Chapters 1, 2, and 3, respectively.
The theme “contradiction” in Chapter 2 can be considered as a
continuation of the theme “Me” in Chapter 1, and the theme “Wall”
in Chapter 3 can be considered as a continuation of the theme

“Contradiction” in Chapter 2.

The three themes are briefly summarized as follows:
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“Me” refers to the individuals living in modern society. The way
to sketch the appearance of modern society is by expressing the
various things around “Me” .

“Contradiction” refers to the essence of things arounds “Me” .
Contradictions are intrinsic within things. Therefore, representations
of contradictions are also representations of the essence of things.

“Wall” refers to a concrete expression of “Contradiction” . The

“Wall” serves as a materialized object of “Contradiction” .

This thesis begins with the transformation of the author’s painting
styles from Traditional and Realistic painting to Flat painting. In
the first section of Chapter 1, the author elaborates his five-
painting series: “Animals around me” , “Deities around me” ,

“Friends around me” , “Buildings around me” , and “Bikes around
me” . Although these five series of paintings have different themes,
they are all “Things around me” . These five series are collectively
called the painting series: “Things around me” . By observing and
sketching things around “Me” , the author could have realized the
fundamental problem behind the phenomenon exhibited by these things,
that is, the Contradiction.

“Expressing his own ideology” and “expressing content that
conforms to his aesthetics” can both exist during the creation. For
the author, regardless of whether the objects are “good” or “evil” ,
or “pbeautiful” or “ugly” in common sense, they shall follow the
requirement of “looks beautiful” in all the author’ s paintings

Chapter 2 is about “Contradiction” , which is mentioned at the end
of the first chapter. Although the author’s paintings at this stage
are about contradictions, it is not about expressing the visual
effects such as contradiction, conflicts, or violations on canvas. In
contrast, the author’ s paintings express a sense of coordination and
stability. For the author, “Contradiction” is just an element the
paintings need. Once the object is chosen, the rest to consider is
more about “painting” itself, that is, the picture composition.

In the first section of Chapter 2, the author explains why start
expressing the theme of “Contradiction” . In the second section, the
works around the theme of Contradiction are elaborated. In the third

section, the author discusses different types of contradictions
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between things and summarizes the three types of them: “Harmony” ,

“Instability” , and “Disharmony” .

The theme of Chapter 3 is “Wall” , which is the most important part
of this research. In the author’s paintings, the “Wall” refers
explicitly to the boundary separating human society and nature. It is
a way to materialize the concept of “Contradiction” .

The most basic purpose of building a wall is to separate space. Once
a wall is made, the two relative concepts “inside” and “outside”
naturally appear, referring to the symbiosis concepts ‘inside the
wall’ and ‘outside the wall’ . The two sides of the wall are like
two contradictory objects behind the concept of “Contradiction. If
the wall is still here, the two sides of the wall will never be
integrated. Therefore, the “Wall” inherently has the characteristics
of Contradictory.

The author uses the “Wall” as the theme of his paintings because
Contradiction is an abstract concept that cannot be observed directly.
However, it is much easier to understand when contradiction is
materialized or reified by a natural object like a wall. Therefore,
the theme “Wall” 1in Chapter 3 is a continuation, an instantiated

object of the theme “Contradiction” in Chapter 2.
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