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EXLDaA

In our daily lives, based on people’ s wishes and thoughts related to
auspiciousness, such as health, business prosperity, family safety,
marital harmoniousness, prosperity of descendants, prayers for
blessings, and prayers for warding off evil, so—called lucky charms
such as Maneki neko (beckoning cats), daruma dolls, Ebisu (a Shinto
god), and Fukusuke (luck-bringing doll) exist without being noticed.
These and other items, as well as the ideas associated with good fortune,
were influenced by the Chinese concept of good fortune.

This study found that the Chinese concept of auspiciousness originated
from reverence for life and nature was later refined by Confucianism,
and has been promoted by the core idea of “the oneness of heaven and
man, an important aspect of traditional Chinese culture. The idea of
good fortune led to the creation of lucky charms, but there were also
many other auspicious designs that brought richness to daily life, such
as clothing and utensils decorated with turtles, cranes, pine, bamboo,
and plum blossom, zodiac signs on New Year cards, tiger patterns, and
patterns on folding screen decorations. These auspicious designs were
a product of the Chinese concept of good fortune, which later made its
way to Japan and developed into auspicious designs such as noshi and
hozukuri, unique to the region. We postulate that auspicious designs
have thus been used in our lives since ancient times as a stronghold
for people’ s spiritual needs and as a medium for human communication.

In recent yvears, however, people’s interest in the culture of good
fortune has gradually waned against the backdrop of an era in which
diverse regional cultures are merging in China and Japan. It can also
be inferred that if we do not consciously grasp the components of
auspiciousness, such designs may also be lost. We focused on “auspicious
designs including Chinese characters” that can convey the meaning of
auspiciousness more precisely to develop auspicious culture
continuously. However, previous studies have not clarified the concept
and the way of being of these designs, and as a result, a comprehensive
creative methodology still does not exist.

We have organized the concept of auspicious designs including Chinese
characters, derived a universal methodology for their creation from

their historical transition, and explored the possibility of creating
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such designs appropriate for the present age through the production of
works based on this methodology. By doing so, we propose a methodology
for passing on the culture of auspicious designs from the past to the
present and into the future.

Specifically, from the discussion of previous studies, it was
confirmed that the concept and the way of being of the aforementioned
designs have not been clarified, and as a result, there is still no
comprehensive creative methodology. We organized and inferred the origin
and image of the auspicious idea from the viewpoint of visual
communication, based on previous research such as folk studies on
auspicious culture, the grammatology of Chinese characters, plane
composition, and artistic visual psychology. The importance of “being
able to accurately convey the meaning of auspiciousness” in such was
identified. We inferred the characteristics and strengths of the
formation of these designs, and organized the historical transition.
The characteristics of the components of each period were then extracted
from the historical transition and systematized as a wuniversal
methodology for such designs. Finally, after applying the methodology
to actual production and verifying the potential of the practice, the
application of auspicious designs including Chinese characters to modern

times was realized.
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