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The analysis of lectures on “ELECTRICAL FIRE” by Kinnersley in the Eighteenth Century
: the practice of “natural philosophy” education

i #iw

MIYACHI Yuji

Many public lectures in “natural philosophy” were provided in Europe and colonial America in
the eighteenth century, when was before “science” was taught in school education. These lectures
were often re-garded as mere spectacles. The purpose of this paper is to verify the evidence that the
lectures worthy of high praise for “natural philosophy” education were indeed existed.

As a piece of evidence, I introduce the subject of public lectures on “ELECTRICAL FIRE” by
Ebenezer Kinnersley(1711-78). which were exhibited for the people in Philadelphia in colonial
America for 25 years. Kinnersley advertised his lectures 68 times in the Pennsylvania Gazette, and
13 articles showed all topics covered in each lecture. In this paper, based on the thoroughly analysis
of the transition of the covered topics through time, I reveal the progress of his lectures and discuss
the signification of these.

This study dealing with Kinnersley's lectures two-and-a-half centuries before shed light on an
important frame for considering present education, which has lost contact with “natural philosophy”
education. I believe I have discovered one of the buried treasures of educational history that

deserves to be continued.
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