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The Role and Action of Metamorphosis in Animation:
A Comparative Analysis of the Works of Priit Parn and Michele Cournoyer, and
Other Visual Arts
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“Metamorphosis” in animation is the expression of the transformation or alteration of form,
as opposed to movements such as walking or talking, and is a characteristic of animation that is
often cited to broadly distinguish it from live-action films. However, I have seen few works that
specifically discuss this expression, which should be widely known. What is the significance of
metamorphosis in animation in the first place? Inspired by these questions, this paper examines
“what is metamorphosis?” As a means of finding an answer, the role of metamorphosis expression
is analysed by paying attention to “the physicality of metamorphosing forms,” involving not only
animation but also the visual arts around surrealism. For example, it reinterprets Priit Pdrn’s ...ja
teeb trikke and Michéle Cournoyer's The Hat. To do that, dealing with the concepts of “Rhizome”and
“Body without Organs” are used as support. By wandering in thought from creative and visual
deformation to the raw deformation of the experiential body, I attempt to clarify the relationship

between metamorphosis and embodiment in animation.
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