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Henri Gil-Marchex’s musical activities in Japan,
his influence in the 1920’s and beyond

H A& # T

SHIRAISHI Asako

The French pianist, Henri Gil-Marchex, concertized throughout Europe in the first half of
the Twentieth century. His travels also included a total of four visits to Japan in 1925, 1931
and 1937, where he performed and lectured. In 1925, Gil-Marchex gave 22 concerts in Japan in
three months. The range of his programs included keyboard pieces from the Baroque through
to the most contemporary music of that time. In the 1920's and 1930's, Japan's rapid cultural
and artistic development was heavily influenced by Germany. Predictably, Gil-Marchex’s
1925 concert series and lectures created a shock-wave throughout the traditional-laden Japan
that reverberated throughout the entire artistic community and made an indelible mark. My
research will focus on Henri Gil-Marchex’s tumultuous first visit in 1925 and provide an analysis

of his influence on Japan's music and culture.
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